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Our Fleur de Paris musical event in the 
village hall was a sell-out.  A huge 
success, with both Union Jacks and 
French flags decorating the hall. The 
tables with red check table-cloths and 
tea-lights added to the twinning theme. 
Homemade snacks and French wine 
were served by the twinning committee. 
It was, as promised, a foot tapping 
evening of the highest order and greatly 
enjoyed by all. Some brave souls even 
danced. This was the final event in our 
winter programme, which has included 
Cheese and Wine tastings, film 
evenings and our traditional annual 
Galette des Rois celebrations. 

 On 9th April we will take part, along with other organisations, in the St Andrew’s Church 
Restoration Launch. Our table will be in the Alfriston WM Village Hall. Please pop in and see us. 

On 30th April between 10am to 2pm we will have our own turn in the church for the Teas & Tables 
event. We will present our group to both villagers and visitors alike and we hope to attract some 
new members, so please come along to support us and the church appeal. Our Chair, June 
Goodfield, will give four, ten- minute talks at 30 minutes past each hour on the following subjects. 

1. Following the Conquest, how English did the French become-   and vice versa- and what aspects 
persisted?  

2. Restoring our churches: St Andrews, Alfriston and St Martins, in Veules-les Roses. 

3. Why did the Admiralty send HMS Seaford to the Caribbean in 1713?   Surely we were not fighting 
the French from Dieppe, over there? 

4. Recent anniversaries: shared moments of poignancy and celebration during World War Two 

Over the Whitsun Weekend of 13/16th 
May, we will welcome thirty eight French 
friends, including the Mayor, from Veules-
les-Roses. This year’s twinning weekend 
theme is “Spring- time in Sussex” and much 
organisation has, and is, taking place. We 
have fifteen visits identified for our visitors 
to enjoy, including local gardens and 
houses of note, like Michelham Priory 
shown here. There will be a walk and 
picnic, a hog roast/carvery if   numbers can 
be accommodated, as we now have over 
eighty of our own twinning members plus 
our French guests.  It is likely that these 
plans will have to be modified to create 
places for all who want to be involved.  
 
We are also organising a photo competition, with two entry titles “Spring- time in Sussex” and a 
photo which illustrates “What twinning means to me” 



In May it will again be a great pleasure to welcome a group of primary school children from 
Normandy for a guided tour of Alfriston. The last time they came they were welcomed with a cream 
tea at Deans Place and enjoyed trying to play cricket. 
 
The Twinning Weekend in Veules-les Roses 
 
The first weekend in July, 1st-3rd, will see local twinners, and anyone who 
joins our association in the near future, heading for the Flax, Linen and 
Needlework Festival  
 

 
It will be centred around 10 towns 
and villages in the Veules- les- Roses 
area with a total of 30 exhibition 
venues to visit.   This region is the 
world’s largest producer of flax and 
the Festival du Lin has become an 
International event. 

(www.festivaldulin.org). 
Accommodation will be at a premium, 
so early booking is essential. If we 
apply early, our twinning group will be 
given entry bracelets which will 
entitle us to free visits to every village 
exhibition, rather than paying for 
entry for each exhibition 
 
We will also be entertained as usual 
with meals and other fun activities as 
a group and in the host families. 
 
 
 

 
 
So we have much to look forward to in 2016. Why not come and join us?  
Tony Palmer 870561/Jean Cash 890373 


